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 UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT REQUEST FOR PROTOCOL APPROVAL 
This form is to be used for all undergraduate student research.  
 
Instructions  
 
How does the IRB review process work? 

 
You will: 
 

1. Work with your advisor to prepare your application.   
 
2. Fill out this application and send it electronically to the Institutional Review Board for Non-medical 

Research (IRB). You can send it ors-info@duke.edu or the IRB staff person you who has been 
helping you.  

 
! Identify the lead student investigator. The lead student investigator will be responsible for 

communicating with the IRB. 
! Be sure to include the e-mail addresses of all other student researchers on the project and 

contact information for your faculty advisor on the project. 
 

3. Submit a signed copy of Section 1 (Project Identification and Signatures) as soon as possible. Faxed 
and scanned signatures are acceptable, as are electronic signatures. 
 
Do not wait until your protocol is reviewed to submit the signed form because securing signatures 
make take longer than expected. Also, your advisor may leave town, or even leave the country, as 
soon as classes are over. 
 
Your protocol will not be approved without a signed copy of Section 1.  

 
The IRB staff will: 

 
1. Pre-review your application and send you feedback.   
 
2. Arrange for review by one or more members of the IRB. 

 
3. Notify you if your protocol requires review by the full IRB. 
 
4. Send you feedback from the IRB reviewer(s). 

 
5. Send you an official email notice when your protocol is approved. 

 
 
 

We will be happy to chat with you about your protocol over the phone and we will meet 
with you, too, if that would be helpful. 

 
 

Do not begin your research without receiving an official approval notice! 
 
 
 
 
 

Contents of Application Form 
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Contents of Application Form 
 

 
The form includes: 
 

! Questions for you to answer 
! Notes to help you answer the questions 
! Discussion about two key issues: assessing risk and informed consent 
! Links to guides to help you prepare informed consent documents and releases 
! Link to a guide about research with children 

 
Sections:  
 

1. Project Identification and Signatures 
2. Research Abroad or In Non-English-Speaking Communities 
3. Research Question 
4. Description of Activities 
5. Participant Population 
6. Recruitment 
7. Compensation 
8. Benefits 
9. Risks 
10. Photographs, Videos, and Audio-recordings 
11. Informed Consent Process 
12. Putting Together Your Appendices File 

 

 
 
Look for this symbol in the form.  It will alert you that you may need to prepare appendices. 
 
 
If your research includes deception, complete Appendix F. You can download it from the 
undergraduate student form site at https://ors.duke.edu/Undergraduate-Research-with-Human-
Subjects/forms 
 
 

 
Please note that IRB policy prohibits undergraduate student researchers from 
collecting or accessing individually identifiable sensitive data about other 
undergraduate students. Sensitive data include but are not limited to information about 
illegal activities, sexual behavior, and mental health. To protect the privacy of the 
student subjects, research involving sensitive identifiable data will need a third party to 
collect and de-identify data before they are made available to undergraduate student 
researchers. 
 

 

" 
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1. Project Identification and Signatures 
 

1.1 Project Title  
 

International Institutions and U.S. Public Support for Wars 
 
1.2  Will you be using a subject pool, for example the Psychology and Neuroscience Pool?  

 
 No 
 Yes. If yes, which pool?

     

 
 
1.3 Check below if your research will involve any of the following populations: 

 
  Children as defined at your research site      Prisoners (including parolees)  
  Durham County School students 

 
1.4 On what date do you plan to begin your research? 10/01/2015 (or sooner if possible) 
 
1.5 Lead Student Investigator  
 

 
 
1.6 Other Student Investigators (if any) 
 

Name (Last name, First name): 

     

 
Signature  E-mail: 

�����

 
Name (Last name, First name): 

     

 
Signature  E-mail: 

�����

 
Name (Last name, First name): 

     

 
Signature  E-mail: 

�����

 
Name (Last name, First name): 

     

 
Signature  E-mail: 

�����
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1.7 Faculty Advisor(s) 

Your faculty advisor must be Duke University faculty member who assumes responsibility for the content of this 
application and the conduct of the research. 
 

 
 

 
 
IRB USE ONLY_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.8 Human Subjects Administration  

This section is to be completed by IRB staff or members only. 
   

 

APPROVED as   Exempt or   Expedited or   Full 

  

Signature of Human Subjects Administrator  or IRB member  Date 
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3. Research Question 
 
3.1 What is your research question? 
 

Does the influence of international organizations on U.S. public opinion regarding military 
interventions vary depending on how individuals perceive the significance of their different 
mechanisms and types of positive cues?   

 
3.2 Provide background information that would help the reviewer understand your research.  Avoid 

discipline-specific jargon because your reviewer’s area of expertise may be in a different field.  
 

Many recent international relations theorists have argued that the effect of international 
institutions (for example the United Nations) on public opinion regarding wars depends on 
public perceptions of the institution. In other words, if the United Nations were to authorize the 
use of force by the US against another country, a person who values the UN would be more 
persuaded to support the war than a person who does not value the UN. My research aims to 
determine whether this “value” that individuals assign to institutions like the UN comes from 
their respective understandings of what UN authorization for a proposed war actually means. For 
instance, if one person takes UN authorization to mean the operation is legal, and another takes 
it to mean that the operation is likely to succeed, will one be more persuaded to support the 
operation than the other? 

 
 

4. Description of Activities 
 
Note: To ensure the protection of human subjects in research, the IRB needs to understand the 
experience of your research participants.  When you complete this section be sure that the experiences 
of your participants, from recruitment through completion of the study, are clearly described. 
 
4.1 What are the activities that you will ask participants to do?  How long will each activity take, and 

what is the estimated duration of the study?  If the study involves observation, describe the setting 
and events that you will observe.   

 
Participants will be asked to complete one of four variations of the same survey, composed of a 
single question regarding their opinion on an imaginary US military intervention in a foreign 
country. The estimated duration of the survey is 10 minutes (max.) 

 
4.2 List here all surveys, questionnaires, structured and unstructured interview questions, focus group 

guides, and any other instruments you will use to gather data. If you plan to conduct open-ended or 
unstructured interviews, you will need to provide a description of the type and range of questions. 
Compile these documents as Appendix A.  

 
I will use four slightly different surveys to gather my data: one version to be administered to the 
control group (250 respondents), a second to be administered to the first treatment group (250 
respondents), a third to be administered to the second treatment group (250 respondents), and a 
fourth to be administered to the third treatment group (250 respondents).  

 
 

" 
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5. Participant Population 
 
5.1 List and describe your proposed participant population(s).  Be specific and include the expected 

number of participants in each population. For example, “15 adult member of female monastic 
centers in Japan.”  Indicate if any will be children.  
 
1000 adult members of the US population (randomly selected) 

 
Guide: If your research will involve children (as defined at the research site), please read the Guide to 
Research with Children (http://www.ors.duke.edu/orsmanual/research-with-children). You will need to 
prepare parental permission and child assent forms. 
 
Note: The age at which someone is considered an adult is defined at the research site. In the US it is 
usually, but not always, 18 years of age. 
 
 
6. Recruitment 
 
6.1 How do you plan to recruit potential participants?  For example, do you have a list of contacts you 

will e-mail? Will you go to a public setting, such as a town market, and approach people?  Are 
local teachers, leaders, or organization staff helping you identify potential participants?  Will you 
use an online service, such as Amazon’s Mechanical Turk, or a social network site, such as 
Facebook?  

 
Online service (Knowledge Networks) 

              
6.2 What documents or oral scripts will you use to recruit potential participants? 
 Check all the recruitment methods that apply. Compile recruitment materials as Appendix B. 

 
  Introductory letter or e-mail messages 
  Flyers/posters 
  Newspaper ads 
  Script(s) for personal contact 
  Other. Please describe:

     

 
 
 
7. Compensation 

 
7.1 Will you give participants gifts or payments?   

Note: In some cultures, payment is not appropriate, but tokens of appreciation are. 
 

 No 
 Yes 

  
If yes, please explain: 
 
 

 

" 
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7.2 If you plan to pay, under what conditions will participants receive partial or no payment?  
 

 
 
 

8. Benefits 
  

Notes: 
! The opportunity to participate in research is not a benefit. 
! Compensation is not a benefit. 

 
Most research in the social and behavioral sciences does not provide direct benefits to participants and 
that is fine, as long as the research poses no more than minimal risk. Describe any anticipated direct 
benefits of you research for individual participants. If your research provides no direct benefits to your 
participants state “None.”  
 

None 
 
Briefly explain below what you hope your study will reveal. 

 
How public opinion on a hypothetical war changes based on the position of international 
organizations. 

 
 
9. Risks 
 
Section 1: Risks Associated with Information that Identifies Participants 
 
There are two ways to identify people.  The first is by direct identifiers, such as names or email 
addresses. The second is by indirect identifiers. Indirect identifiers are bits of information that, if 
combined, could identify someone. For example, the ethnicity, gender, and major of a Duke student 
might identify the student.  In small fishing community, the make and age of a fishing boat might 
identify the captain. 
 
When you conduct research, it is important to think carefully about how you will collect, store, and 
report identifiable information about your participants. In some situations research participants will be 
identified in research reports because they are community leaders or experts and have been agreed to 
be identified and perhaps quoted. Sometimes people have a story to tell and they wish to be identified. 
However, in most research it is advisable to not collect or retain individually identifiable information. 
 
Recruitment 
Do you need individually identifiable information, such as email addresses, to contact and recruit 
participants? 

 
 No 
 Yes 
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If yes, please describe the identifiers and explain what you will do with the identifiers when the 
recruitment process is complete.   
 

     

 
 
Data Collection and Storage 
Do you plan to collect individually identifiable information (direct or indirect) during the course of 
the study? 
 

 No 
 Yes 

  
If yes, please 1) describe the identifiers and 2) explain why it is necessary to collect them. 
 
 

 
Would your participants be placed at risk of harm if there was an inadvertent release of individually 
identifiable information you gather from or about them?  Harms include being labeled or stigmatized. 
They include embarrassment within one’s business or social group, loss of employment, criminal 
prosecution, and in some cases, the risk of physical harm.  Your assessment of the potential risk of 
harm should take into account your research topic, the setting, and your research population. 
 

 No 
 Yes 

  
If no, skip to Reporting. 
 
If yes, 1) discuss your assessment of risk, and 2) describe how you will protect your stored data from 
disclosure. (See Hints below.) 
 

     

 
 

Hints: 
 

! Create a key with a unique number that can connect identifiers with research data and securing 
the key 

! Encrypt your research files 
! Destroy identifiers as soon as data collection is completed 
! Secure a Certificate of Confidentiality to protect the data from subpoena 
(This is required if identifiable information about illegal behaviors is collected and retained. 
Please contact the IRB staff for details about how to secure the certificate.) 

 
Reporting  
Will you use participants’ names in your research reports? 

 
 Yes 
 No 

  
If yes, please explain how you will secure permission to do so. 
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If no based on your research topic and research setting, would your subjects be placed at risk of harm 
if they could be indirectly identified in your report or presentations?  

 
 Yes 
 No 

 
If yes, how will you minimize the possibility that participants or their communities could be 
identified? (See Hints below.) 

 
 

 
Hints: 

 
! Report data in aggregate only with cells of a sufficient size to prevent indirect identification 
! Depict identifiers in general terms, for example age or income ranges 
! Use pseudonyms rather than names 
! Use broad group identifies such as “tradesperson” rather than carpenter 
! Create misleading or vague identifiers, for example saying that the research took place in  a 

midsize city in Western Africa, rather than identifying the city 
 

 
Important: Undergraduate students may not take individually identifiable data with them 
when they graduate from Duke. If they wish to retain individually identifiable data for 
future research purposes, the data must be kept at Duke, in accordance with Duke’s data 
protection standards, by the student’s faculty advisor. The data could be accessed in the 
future with IRB approval from the students’ post-graduate institution.  It is okay to take 
de-identified data. 
 

 
Section 2: Risks Associated with the Research Topic 

 
Researchers sometimes ask people to share deeply personal information about their lives or ask them 
about past trauma.  For example, researchers may ask about sexual practices or ask people to talk about 
experiences in which they were victims of a natural disaster or of violence.   

 
It is not always the case that these and similar topics will be distressing to individuals and the 
sensitivity of topics varies between cultures; however, potential subjects must be informed about the 
types of questions the researcher will ask and be given the option to decide whether they want to take 
part in the research. 

 
 Do you think your research questions have the potential to upset or distress participants? 

 
 No 
 Yes 
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If no, continue to Section 10 
 
If, yes, In addition to informing potential participants about the kinds of questions you will ask, 
which of the following strategies will you employ to mitigate the risk: 
 

 Clarifying in the consent process how participants can tell you that they wish to skip a 
question or to terminate the interview 

 Checking in with participants during the interview to make sure they are okay and wish 
to continue 

 Building rapport with subjects by asking neutral questions before asking probing 
questions that participants might perceive as intrusive 

 Other 

     

 
 

Section 3: Risks of Physical Harm or Discomfort 
 

It is unlikely your research will present any risks of physical harm or discomfort to participants. 
However, your study may ask participants to complete visual or physical tasks that could pose risks if 
your participants have a health condition, such as back problems, a seizure disorder, or a heart 
condition. Even something as simple as asking participants to complete tasks on a computer may cause 
eye strain or fatigue if the task requires participants to stare at the computer screen for an extensive 
period of time. Ways to mitigate such risks of physical harm or discomfort include incorporating 
breaks into your study and communicating exclusion criteria in the recruitment and informed consent 
processes. 
 
If you believe your study presents risks of physical harm or discomfort, please identify these risks 
below and explain how you will mitigate them: 

 
 

 
 

10. Photographs, Videos, and Audio-recordings 
 
10.1 Will you photograph or video-record your participants? 

 
  No:  Skip to 10.2 
  Yes: Complete the following questions: 

 
Describe which of your participants you will record and in what setting.   
 
 

 
Explain why the images (photos or videos) are necessary to answer your research question. 
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Where do you plan to display, present, or distribute the images outside of your research team. 
(Your advisor is a member of your team.) Check all that apply: 
 

  Only my research team will see the images 
  In class 
  On campus, outside of class (including poster sessions) 
  A restricted public archive (restricted entry, password protected) 
  An unrestricted public archive, such as Perkins Library or the Center for Documentary 
Studies 

  Online/on the Web 
 

10.2 Do you plan to audio-record participants either individually or in groups? 
 

  No 
  Yes: What will you do with the recordings? 

 Destroy the recordings after I have made transcripts. 
 Save the recordings for further research and education.  
 Other, please describe: 

     

 
 
 Guide: For guidance about when photographic releases are needed and sample release language, 

go to the Guide for Releases for Images and Recordings at 
http://ors.duke.edu/orsmanual/photograph-and-film-releases.  

 
 Compile releases for images and recordings as Appendix D. 
 

11. Informed Consent Process 
  
  Discussion: 

The informed consent process involves two parts: 
 

1) The process of sharing information about your research study and 
2) The documentation (a signed consent form or an audio- or video-recorded statement by the 

research participant) that the process took place 
 

You will always need to create a process for sharing information about your research study with 
prospective participants. In some circumstances it may be appropriate to request that the IRB 
waive the requirement to document consent.  

 
You may be able to use an oral consent process without documentation if one or more of the 
following is true. Please check any that apply to your research. 

 
 You are conducting in-person surveys and/or informal interviews in which the data you 
record are not identifiable 

 
 Your participants do not read and write.  (If there is a risk of harm, you will need a third-party 
witness.) 

 
 The study data will be collected through a telephone interview 

 

" 
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 The research will take place in settings where written consent is considered disrespectful or in 
settings in which asking people to sign a document would cause distress 

 
 The primary risk to participants is a breach of confidentiality and a signed consent form or 
audio- or video-recorded statement would be the only documented link between individuals 
and their participation in the study.  (Example:  a study about people with HIV/AIDS.) 

 
If you collect data on-line you will not need to collect signed consent forms. After providing 
information about the research, you give potential subjects the option to “click” to the survey if 
they would like to talk part in the study.  
 
If you use a mailed survey, you will need to prepare a cover letter that includes all the elements 
of informed consent. People who wish to take part will return the survey; thereby, demonstrating 
their consent. They do not need to sign a consent form. 

 
Note: In most cases, other than telephone interviews, where the consent process is oral, researchers 
should give participants contact information in case the participants have any questions later. It may be 
appropriate to give them a copy of your oral script for reference. 

 
Guides: 

1. Guide to Writing Consent Forms and Oral Scripts at http://ors.duke.edu/orsmanual/consent-
forms-and-scripts. The Guide provides an outline, including sample language.  It also gives you 
a link to a Duke NetID log-in to get access to longer samples. 

 
2. The Confidentiality Manual at http://ors.duke.edu/orsmanual/confidentiality provides examples 

of how to talk about your confidentiality procedures 
  
Instructions: 
Develop your informed consent, parental permission and child asset form(s) or script(s) and compile 
them to create an Appendix C. 

" 
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12. Putting Together Your Appendices  
    
Here is a checklist of possible items you might include as part of your appendices. Your appendices 
should be a single Word file. Check all that you will include:  
 
 Appendix A: Research instruments: 
    

  Surveys, questionnaires, in-person interview questions, focus group guides, and/or 
 instruments you will ask your participants to complete  

  Description of the type and range of questions for life history or other open-
 ended/unstructured Interviews 

 
 Appendix B: Recruitment materials: 
 

  Introductory letter or e-mail 
  Telephone contact script  

       Personal contact script  
  Flyers/posters 
  Newspaper ads 
  Other,  

 
 Appendix C: Informed Consent materials: 
 
   Oral consent script(s) 
   Written consent form(s) 

  Parental permission process (oral and/or written)  
  Child assent process (oral and/or written) 
  Combined adult consent (to participate) and parental permission (for child to participate) 
  Contact information cards to give participants, when appropriate 

 
  Appendix D: Releases: 
 

   Photograph and video releases 
   Audio-recording release (needed only if you plan to keep the recordings and/or give them 

to a public   archive) 
 

Appendix E: Permissions to Conduct Research, if Needed: 
 

  Letter requesting permission to conduct research from community leaders or school 
principals 

  Other, please describe: 

     

 
 

 
Please use the following pages provided to include your appendices.  
 
 

 

" 
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Undergraduate Student Request for Protocol Approval 
 

Appendix A (REVISED) 
 
 

RESEARCH INSTRUMENTS 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DEMOGRAPHICS QUESTIONS  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

[PPGENDER] 
 Male  ..................................................................... 1 
 Female  .................................................................. 2 

o  
o  
[PPAGE] 
o  
o Age (this is in years) 
 
[PPREG4] 
Variable name: PPREG4 
Type: SP 
Variable Text:  Region 4 – based on State of residence 

Response list: 
1.  Northeast 
2.  Midwest 
3.  South 
4.  West 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[PPAGE] 
QDOB 
[NUMBER BOXES – RANGE 1 TO 12; 1 TO 31; 1900 TO (CURRENT YEAR-1)] 
 Please enter your date of birth.   

[SPACE] 
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Here is an example of how to enter in a date: if you were born on August 23, 1954, you would enter 
the number 8 for month, 23 for day, and 1954 for year.  

 
  

         MM        DD        
YYYY  
 
 
 
[PPETHM]  
QRACE1 
[SP] 
 This is about Hispanic ethnicity.  Are you of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino descent? 
 
 No, I am not .................................................... 1 
 Yes, Mexican, Mexican-American,  
  Chicano ....................................................... 2 
 Yes, Puerto Rican ............................................. 3 
 Yes, Cuban ...................................................... 4 
 Yes, Central American ....................................... 5 
 Yes, South American ......................................... 6 
 Yes, Caribbean ................................................. 7 
 Yes, Other Spanish/Hispanic/Latino ................... 8 
 
 
QRACE2INTRO 

Please indicate what you consider your racial background to be.  We greatly appreciate your effort to 
describe your background using the standard categories provided.  These race categories may not fully 
describe you, but they do match those used by the Census Bureau.  It helps us compare our survey 
respondents to the U.S. population.  

 
 
QRACE2 
 

[MP]  
Please check one or more categories below to indicate what race(s) you consider yourself to be.  

White 
Black or African American  
American Indian or Alaska Native – Type in name of enrolled or principal tribe [TEXT BOX] 
[SPACE]  
Asian Indian   
Chinese    
Filipino  
Japanese 
Korean 
Vietnamese 
Other Asian – Type in race [TEXT BOX] 
[SPACE] 
Native Hawaiian 
Guamanian or Chamorro 
Samoan 
Other Pacific Islander – Type in race [TEXT BOX] 
[SPACE] 
Some other race – Type in race [TEXT BOX] 
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[PROMPT UP TO 2 TIMES] 
Information about your racial background is very important to us. We greatly appreciate your response and will 
keep it strictly confidential.  
 
 
 
 
Create Data-only variable PPETHM by using the below logic involving responses to QRACE1 and 
QRACE2  
 
Variable name: PPETHM 
Type: SP 
Variable Text:  Census Ethnicity demographic 

Response list: 
1.  White, Non-Hispanic 
2.  Black, Non-Hispanic 
3.  Other, Non-Hispanic 
4.  Hispanic 
5.  2+ Races, Non-Hispanic 

  
 
 
QRACE1 QRACE2 PPETHM 

1 1 (ONLY) 1 

1 2 (ONLY) 2 

1 

3 OR 4 OR 5 OR 6 OR 
7 OR 8 OR 9 OR 10 OR 
11 OR 12 OR 13 OR 14 
OR 15 (ONLY ONE 
RESPONSE) 

3 

1 MORE THAN ONE 
REPONSE 1-15 5 

2 OR 3 OR 4 OR 5 OR 
6 OR 7 OR 8 

1 OR 2 OR 3 OR 4 OR 
5 OR 6 OR 7 OR 8 OR 
9 OR 10 OR 11 OR 12 
OR 13 OR 14 OR 15 
(ONLY ONE OR MORE 
THAN ONE RESPONSE) 

4 

REFUSED Any value MISSING 

1 REFUSED MISSING 

2 OR 3 OR 4 OR 5 OR 
6 OR 7 OR 8 REFUSED 4 

 
 
[PRIMELAN/XPRIMELAN] 
QLAN1 
BASE:  XPRIMELAN=4 OR NULL 
[SP] 
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 Would you say you can carry on a conversation in Spanish, both understanding and speaking – very 
well, pretty well, just a little, or not at all? 

 
 Very well ......................................................... 1 
 Pretty well ....................................................... 2 
 Just a little ....................................................... 3 
 Not at all ......................................................... 4 
 Don’t know ...................................................... 5 
 
 
QLAN2 
BASE:  XPRIMELAN=4 OR NULL 
[SP] 
   Would you say you can read a newspaper or book in Spanish – very well, pretty well, just a little, or 

not at all? 
 Very well ......................................................... 1 
 Pretty well ....................................................... 2 
 Just a little ....................................................... 3 
 Not at all ......................................................... 4 
 Don’t know ...................................................... 5 
 
 
QLAN3 
BASE:  XPRIMELAN=4 OR NULL 
[SP] 
 Would you say you can carry on a conversation in English, both understanding and speaking – very 

well, pretty well, just a little, or not at all? 
 Very well ......................................................... 1 
 Pretty well ....................................................... 2 
 Just a little ....................................................... 3 
 Not at all ......................................................... 4 
 Don’t know ...................................................... 5 
 
 
QLAN4 
BASE:  XPRIMELAN=4 OR NULL 
[SP] 
   Would you say you can read a newspaper or book in English – very well, pretty well, just a little, or 

not at all? 
 Very well ......................................................... 1 
 Pretty well ....................................................... 2 
 Just a little ....................................................... 3 
 Not at all ......................................................... 4 
 Don’t know ...................................................... 5 
SAMVAR Definition 
Variable name: XPRIMELAN 
Type: SP 
Variable Text:  Primary Language 

Response list: 
1.  English Proficient 
2.  Bilingual 
3.  Spanish Proficient 
4. Hispanics who have missing data; re-ask in field 
5. Non-Hispanics, not asked 
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[PPEDUC] 
[PPEDUCAT] 
QEDUC 
[SP] 

What is the highest level of school you have completed? 
 
 No formal education ......................................... 1 
 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th grade .................................... 2 
 5th or 6th grade  ................................................ 3 
 7th or 8th grade ................................................. 4 
 9th grade .......................................................... 5 
 10th grade ........................................................ 6 
 11th grade ........................................................ 7 
 12th grade NO DIPLOMA ................................... 8 
 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE – high school 
   DIPLOMA or the equivalent (GED) ................. 9 
 Some college, no degree .................................. 10 
 Associate degree ............................................. 11 
 Bachelor’s degree ............................................ 12 
 Master’s degree ............................................... 13 
 Professional or Doctorate degree ...................... 14 
 
Variable name: PPEDUCAT 
Type: SP 
Variable Text:  Education - categorical 

Response list: 
1.  Less than HS 
2.  HS 
3.  Some college 
4.  Bachelor or higher 

 
QEDUC PPEDUCAT 
1-8 1 
9 2 
10-11 3 
12-14 4 
 
 
[PPINCIMP] 
QINCINTRO 

The next question is about the total income of YOUR HOUSEHOLD for the PAST 12 MONTHS.  Please 
include your income PLUS the income of all members living in your household (including cohabiting 
partners and armed forces members living at home).  Please count income BEFORE TAXES and from all 
sources (such as wages, salaries, tips, net income from a business, interest, dividends, child support, 
alimony, and Social Security, public assistance, pensions, or retirement benefits). 
 

 
QINC 
[SP] 

Was your total HOUSEHOLD income in the past 12 months… 
 

 Below $35,000 ................................................. 1 
 $35,000 or more .............................................. 2 
 Don’t know ...................................................... 3 
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QINC2 
BASE:  QINC=1 
[SP] 

We would like to get a better estimate of your total HOUSEHOLD income in the past 12 months before 
taxes.  Was it... 
 

 Less than $5,000 .............................................. 1 
 $5,000 to $7,499 .............................................. 2 
 $7,500 to $9,999 .............................................. 3 
 $10,000 to $12,499 .......................................... 4 
 $12,500 to $14,999 .......................................... 5 
 $15,000 to $19,999 .......................................... 6 
 $20,000 to $24,999 .......................................... 7 
 $25,000 to $29,999 .......................................... 8 
 $30,000 to $34,999 .......................................... 9 
 
 
QINC3 
BASE:  QINC=2 
[SP] 

We would like to get a better estimate of your total HOUSEHOLD income in the past 12 months before 
taxes.  Was it… 
 

 $35,000 to $39,999 .......................................... 1 
 $40,000 to $49,999 .......................................... 2 
 $50,000 to $59,999 .......................................... 3 
 $60,000 to $74,999 .......................................... 4 
 $75,000 to $84,999 .......................................... 5  
 $85,000 to $99,999 .......................................... 6 
 $100,000 to $124,999 ....................................... 7 
 $125,000 to $149,999 ....................................... 8 
 $150,000 to $174,999 ....................................... 9 
 $175,000 or more ............................................ 10 
 
Variable name: PPINCIMP 
Type: SP 
Variable Text:  HH income – profile and imputed 

Response list: 
1.  Less than $5,000 
2.  $5,000 to $7,499 
3.  $7,500 to $9,999 
4.  $10,000 to $12,499 
5.  $12,500 to $14,999 
6.  $15,000 to $19,999 
7.  $20,000 to $24,999 
8.  $25,000 to $29,999 
9.  $30,000 to $34,999 
10.  $35,000 to $39,999 
11.  $40,000 to $49,999 
12. $50,000 to $59,999 
13.  $60,000 to $74,999 
14.  $75,000 to $84,999 
15.  $85,000 to $99,999 
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16.  $100,000 to $124,999 
17.  $125,000 to $149,999 
18.  $150,000 to $174,999 
19.  $175,000 or more 

 
QINC2 QINC3 PPINCIMP 
1  1 
2  2 
3  3 
4  4 
5  5 
6  6 
7  7 
8  8 
9  9 
 1 10 
 2 11 
 3 12 
 4 13 
 5 14 
 6 15 
 7 16 
 8 17 
 9 18 
 10 19 
 
 
[PPMARIT] 
QMARIT 
[SP]  

Are you now married, widowed, divorced, separated, never married, or living with a partner? 
 
 Married ............................................................ 1 
 Widowed ......................................................... 2 
 Divorced .......................................................... 3 
 Separated ........................................................ 4 
 Never married .................................................. 5 
 Living with partner ........................................... 6 
 
 
[PPHHHEAD] 
QHEAD 
[SP] 
 Is your residence in . . . 
 
 Your name only ................................................ 1 
 Your name with someone else’s name 
   (jointly owned or rented) .............................. 2 
 Someone else’s name only ................................ 3 
 
Variable name: PPHHHEAD 
Type: SP 
Variable Text:  Household head 

Numeric range: 0-1 or 99 
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QHEAD PPHHHEAD 
1-2 1 
3 0 
 
 
[PPHHSIZE] 
QSIZE 
[NUMBER BOX; RANGE 1-15; DO NOT ALLOW DECIMALS] 

Including yourself, how many people currently live in your household at least 50% of the time?  
[SPACE] 
Please remember to include babies or small children, include unrelated individuals (such as roommates), 
and also include those now away traveling, at school, or in a hospital. 

 
 
[PPT0_1 
[PPT2_5] 
[PPT6_12] 
[PPT13_17] 
[PPT18OV] 
Note this question does not appear in the Core profile.  For panel members it is collected as part of 
recruitment. 
QAGEGROUP 
[NUMERIC GRID; RANGE 0-15; DO NOT ALLOW DECIMALS] 

How many members are there in each age group in your household? 
 

 0 to 1 year old 
 2 to 5 years old 
 6 to 9 years old 
 10 to 12 years old 
 13 to 17 years old 
 18 years old or older 
 
 
[PPWORK] 
QWORK 
[SP] 

Which statement best describes your current employment status? 
 
 Working – as a paid employee ........................... 1 
 Working – self-employed  ................................. 2 
  [SPACE] 
 Not working – on temporary layoff from a 
   job  ............................................................. 3 
 Not working – looking for work .......................... 4 
 [SPACE] 
 Not working – retired ........................................ 5 
 Not working – disabled ..................................... 6 
 Not working – other .......................................... 7 
 
 
[PPRENT] 
QOWN 
[SP] 
  Are your living quarters. . .  
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 Owned or being bought by you or  
  someone in your household  ......................... 1 
 Rented for cash  ............................................... 2 
 Occupied without payment of cash rent  ............ 3 
 
 
[PPHOUSE] 
QHOUSE 
[SP] 
   Which best describes the building where you live? 
 
 A one-family house detached from any 
  other house ................................................. 1 
 A one-family house attached to one or 
   more houses ................................................ 2 
 A building with 2 or more apartments  ............... 3 
 A mobile home  ................................................ 4 
 Boat, RV, van, etc. ........................................... 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[PPNET] 
QINTER 
[SP] 
   Do you or anyone in this household connect to the Internet from home? 
 
 Yes .................................................................. 1 
 No ................................................................... 0 
 
 
 
[PPSTATEN] 
[PPREG4] 
QSTATE 
[DROP DOWN LIST OF ALL STATES + WASHINGTON DC] 

In which state do you live? 
 
 ME ................................................................. 11 
 NH ................................................................. 12 
 VT .................................................................. 13 
 MA ................................................................. 14 
 RI .................................................................. 15 
 CT .................................................................. 16 
 NY .................................................................. 21 
 NJ .................................................................. 22 
 PA .................................................................. 23 
 OH ................................................................. 31 
 IN .................................................................. 32 
 IL ................................................................... 33 
 MI  ................................................................. 34 
 WI .................................................................. 35 
 MN ................................................................. 41 
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 IA  ................................................................. 42 
 MO ................................................................. 43 
 ND  ................................................................ 44 
 SD  ................................................................. 45 
 NE .................................................................. 46 
 KS  ................................................................. 47 
 DE  ................................................................. 51 
 MD ................................................................. 52  
 DC  ................................................................ 53 
 VA .................................................................. 54 
 WV  ................................................................ 55 
 NC  ................................................................. 56 
 SC  ................................................................. 57 
 GA  ................................................................. 58 
 FL  ................................................................. 59 
 KY .................................................................. 61 
 TN  ................................................................. 62 
 AL  ................................................................. 63 
 MS ................................................................. 64  
 AR  ................................................................. 71 
 LA  ................................................................. 72 
 OK  ................................................................ 73 
 TX  ................................................................. 74 
 MT  ................................................................ 81 
 ID  ................................................................. 82 
 WY  ................................................................ 83 
 CO  ................................................................ 84 
 NM  ................................................................ 85 
 AZ  ................................................................. 86 
 UT .................................................................. 87  
 NV  ................................................................. 88 
 WA  ................................................................ 91 
 OR ................................................................. 92 
 CA  ................................................................. 93 
 AK  ................................................................. 94 
 HI .................................................................. 95 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


